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What do they do?

• PRCs are an interdependent network of 
community, academic, and public health 
partners that develop effective prevention 
practices which can be widely applied to 
protect the health of the US public.



Quick Examples

University of Texas PRC: AMIGAS program

Developed by a community advisory board 
and implemented by lay health workers, 
this program promotes cervical cancer 
screening to Mexican-American women.



Quick Examples

Emory University PRC: Inventory program

This is a comprehensive assessment of 
federally-funded breast and cervical 
cancer screening programs in the US.



Quick Examples

University of Washington PRC: Physician 
Practices Program

This research will determine the extent to 
which US physicians are informed about 
evidence-based ovarian cancer screening 
guidelines.



Quick Examples

University of Alabama PRC: Preventing 
Heart Disease

115 community health advisors are 
promoting improved diet and increased 
exercise among people in a selected 
(high-risk) county. 



Kentucky as a Case Study

Kentuckians experience a disproportionate 
burden of the US cancer incidence. This is 
especially true in the Southeastern part of 
our state.





PRC project area



Why is “Rural” so important?



Some Examples

U.S. Kentucky River District

Cervical Cancer Incidence 
Rate 8.1 10.91

No Pap Test in the past 3 
years (%) 14 21

Age-Adjusted Incidence Rate 8 11



Some Examples

Colorectal Cancer Incidence 
Rate 51.8 68.09
Prevalence of screening by 
Sigmoidoscopy & Colonoscopy 
(%) 48 34

Age-Adjusted Incidence Rate 52 68

Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate 19 26



Some Examples

Lung Cancer Incidence Rate 59.0 131.7

Current Smoker (%) 23 35

Age-Adjusted Incidence Rate 59 132

Age-Adjusted Mortality Rate 54 111



Is Prevention Working?

Early evidence suggests – Yes.
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A Survivor, A Champion

Chair of our Community Advisory Board
Diagnosed with Colon Cancer at age 44
Advocate for access to early screening





HPV Vaccination 

The Kentucky PRC has just completed a 
two-year study that assessed predictors to 
the uptake of Gardasil.
 Father’s endorsement
 Peer norms
 Health care provider recommendation



HPV Vaccination

In this study uptake was quite low.

Approximately 25% for dose 1, 
10% for dose 2, 
and <3% for dose 3.



Pap Testing

The Kentucky PRC has worked with a 
program known as Faith Moves Mountains
– this is church-based program that 
promotes Pap testing to rural Appalachian 
women. The final analysis of study 
findings will be completed this month.

(Contact Dr. Nancy Schoenberg) 



Kentucky Homeplace

This program employs a vast network of 
volunteers uses lay health navigators to 
assist patients through the cancer 
continuum. A main goal is to decrease the 
time between screening, diagnosis, and 
treatment. 



PRCs are an “Academic Umbrella”
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