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GlobalGlobal
World Health Organization: Phases

NationalNational
United States Government: Stages



654321

Pandemic PeriodPandemic Alert Period
Inter-

Pandemic 
Period

InterInter--PandemicPandemic:: New virus in animals, no human cases

Pandemic AlertPandemic Alert: New virus causes human cases

PandemicPandemic: Efficient and sustained human-to-human transmission

World Health Organization World Health Organization 
(WHO) Pandemic Phases(WHO) Pandemic Phases
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United States Government (USG)    United States Government (USG)    
Pandemic Response StagesPandemic Response Stages

Policy Implications: Who?  What?  How? Policy Implications: Who?  What?  How? 

0:0: Animal surveillance
1:1: Animal – human surveillance

2 2 -- 3:3: International response
4 4 -- 6:6: Domestic response
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RecognitionCDC
Interval

DecelAccel ResolutionPeakInitiationInvestigation

Intervals, Triggers, ActionsIntervals, Triggers, Actions

“Extinguish”

“Contain”

“Mitigate”

TriggersTriggers – Events or data that initiate new actions specific 
to each interval

ActionsActions – Responses designed to slow spread or minimize 
disruption (e.g., health system, economy, etc.)



Liberty Loan Parade Liberty Loan Parade 
Sept 28, 1918Sept 28, 1918



Collins SD, Frost WH, Gover M, Sydenstricker E: Mortality from influenza and pneumonia in the 
50 largest cities of the United States First Edition Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office 
1930

1918 Death Rates: Philadelphia vs St. Louis
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